Crime and Justice

Principle and Philosophy

Punishment of crime had to do with basically how we make sure everyone in a society gets along peacefully, and becomes a healthy member of that society. In other words, its main goal is to keep secure the civilization. Criminal justice system has always followed us as a social contract. This contract allows the society to not fall apart, and makes punishment available, and gives ruler the power.
Criminal justice system’s principle is under whether we should treat criminals with harsh punishment, or give them second hand chance to rehabilitate. Early societies had public displays of punishment, and even the long imprisonment didn’t guarantee the basic human rights of prisoners. In fact, many prisoners would encounter disease or be severely abused by other prisoners or guard. The concept of prison was more of holding place until the real punishment was dealt, or until the interrogation occurred. However, as time passed by, and social norms changed, people prioritized the basic rights of every human being, including the criminals. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]It wasn’t until about the 18th century    that we begin to see the concept of modern prisons being developed. In modern times, correctional system and prison is where the government spends a large portion of the budget. For example, California spends 10 billion dollars a year to maintain its correctional system. These days, rights and quality of prisoners are more protected than the past times. So, the current system is considered to be more humane than majority of the past forms of sentences, and encourages criminals to reflect on their crime.

This debate over appropriate balance of rehabilitation and harsh punishment does not have a clear answer, but there needs to be a solution that respects both the security of a society and rights of every individual's. 




Keywords

Deterrence -Tries to convince people not to commit crimes or violate laws. then a person decides not to do something like parking in a handicapped space because they "will be fined for breaking the law, this is called deterrence.
Incapacitation -Involves physically restraining offenders from victimizing others. Preventing crimes and isolating the criminals from the rest of the society in prison. When the offenders are placed behind the bars they are not able to victimize other people in the society.
Rehabilitation - Tries to end criminal behavior by “curing” the criminal's mental state. If the offender has physical illness, psychological disorders, or social disorder that causes them to commit crime, the goal is to rehabilitate the criminal so they can fit into society.
Retribution -justifies any penalty, no matter how harsh, and is based on “an eye for an eye” concept of criminal punishment. Under this theory, criminals deserve to be punished for the wrongful acts they have committed, and it is morally wrong to allow a guilty party to escape punishment.
Restoration – when offender pays back / makes restitution to the victim. Restoration is similar value as undoing the crime, and trying to restore their life back to what it might have been like before the crime was committed.

Current event (Issues/Relevant Facts/Examples)

The retribution of punishment not only focuses on the external consequence of the crime but its motive as well. This is why criminals with mental illness would often get less punishment than those without such illness. This again explains why the criminal law is relatively lenient for juveniles who committed heinous crimes than for adults. Crimes for such social minorities rather focuses on rehabilitating and reintegrating them back to society than on vengeance and deterrence. 

However, as people, once considered as weak or delicate, are increasingly taking part in crimes, the society is voicing up to render criminal laws more rigid and strict for those people. For instance, in the Republic of Korea, the society was greatly outraged when two teenagers were reported to have committed a murder of a preschool child. Yet, due to the lenient law, all that the prosecutor can demand was a mere 20 year punishment for two demented murderers. 

In the United States, Eddie Ray Routh, was prosecuted for murdering former Navy SEAL Chris Kyle - well known for his autobiography and the movie, American Sniper - and Chad Littlefield. Eddie Ray Routh, in 2007, was deployed to a military base near Baghdad, Iraq where he served as a prison guard for six months and repaired artillery. Since then, he served in the US army for seven years, getting involved in humanitarian missions and warfares. 

Yet, after honorably discharged from the army, he was diagnosed with post traumatic stress disorder - an anxiety disorder by excessively stressful events including wars. He was prescribed medication for his illness including antipsychotics and antidepressants; yet he stopped taking his medication despite the advice from the clinicians. 

In the court, the defense argued that Eddie Ray Routh is a paranoid schizophrenic man who was insane back then, due to his post traumatic stress disorder, and the murder, in fact, was a product of such disorder rather than his rational will. Nevertheless, Routh was sentenced to life imprisonment without parole as the prosecution argued that his insanity was not only due to the post traumatic stress disorder but because of his alcohol abuse and marijuana, and the jury eventually turned down the defense arguments. 

Alan Nash, the prosecutor, told the jury that “the evidence will show that mental illnesses, even the ones that this defendant may or may not have, don’t deprive people from being good citizens, to know right from wrong”. This case is a good example of how crime and justice was well achieved for a murder of two American heroes despite his mental disorder. 

Common debate motions related with the topic
THW televise criminal trials 
THW prohibit the media from reporting on the mental illness of those accused of crimes
This House would prohibit the use of predictive algorithms in criminal trials
THW factor public horror into the punishment of a crime 
In post conflict societies, This house would grant amnesty to perpetrators of crimes rather than seeking prosecutions 
This House Would never offer a reduced sentence in return for information relating to other crimes 
THW abolish the distinction between an attempted and a completed crime. 
THS universal jurisdiction for crimes against humanity. 
TH, with the exception of news reporting, would not allow anyone to publish or profit off accounts of violent criminals' crimes. 
This house would end penalty enhancements for hate crimes.

